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IBO Mission Statement
The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable
and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect.
CFI Mission Statement
The mission of CFI is to develop a community of respectful, lifelong learners, who use
inquiry, critical thinking, and problem solving skills to be socially responsible
contributors to a changing global society.
CFI Vision Statement
We believe that all students deserve a vibrant place to learn and pursue their own
inquiry, a caring environment that is safe and nurturing, a curriculum that is rigorous
and relevant to global application, the right to attend a culturally diverse school, state
of the art learning tools and materials, enriching educational experiences, the
individual attention and support needed to realize their potential and utilize their gifts,
to be nurtured and valued, and to be held to the highest expectations.
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Notice of Non-Discrimination
Indianapolis Public Schools (IPS) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, disability, age or sexual orientation in its programs and activities. For inquiries regarding
the non-discrimination policies, please contact the Human Resources Division, 120 E. Walnut St.,
Room 103, Indianapolis, IN 46204, (317) 226-4150.

Center for Inquiry Magnet Schools
Welcome to CFI!
Welcome to a new school year! We are excited to partner with you as we work toward our shared
goal of inspiring your child to use inquiry, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills to learn about
our world and make it a better place. In the following pages, you will find important information
about district policies, Center for Inquiry procedures, and our International Baccalaureate
Programmes.
Autonomy
CFI schools, in addition to being magnet schools, also have autonomy within the IPS district. The
autonomous status allows for increased decision making at the school level in regards to staffing,
curriculum, and teaching and learning materials.
Inquiry
The Center for Inquiry offers an inquiry approach to learning. Students investigate teacher and
student-posed questions around big ideas. This process of generating questions, instead of eliminating
them, leads to exploration, investigation, and more questions. Students utilize multiple resources to
explore these ideas and share their new learning with others through presentations of their individual
and group projects. The school uses a literature-based approach to reading instruction and a processcentered writing workshop program, partnering with Indiana Partnership for Young Writers.
The IB Primary Years Programme (PYP)
The Primary Years Program is an inquiry-based approach to teaching and learning. It is designed to
meet the needs of all children in kindergarten through fifth grade. The program focuses on the total
development of the child, addressing social, physical, emotional, and cultural needs in addition to
academics.
The goal of the PYP is to develop an international person who recognizes and appreciates all cultures
including their own and is equipped to act as a global citizen. Toward this goal, all students are
engaged in philanthropic social action projects. In developing our global communication skills, all
students study a second language (Spanish and/or Mandarin).
Teachers guide inquiry through six themes throughout the year. Each of these unit planners has a
global focus. The themes are: Who We Are, How We Express Ourselves, Where We are in Time and
Place, How We Organize Ourselves, How the World Works, and Sharing the Planet.
Fifth grade students complete an Exhibition Project to complete the IB Primary Years Program. A
mandatory parent meeting is held in the fall to outline the expectations of the project.

1

IB Middle Years Programme (MYP)
CFI students in grades 6-8 complete years 1-3 of the IB Middle Years Programme (MYP). Our IB Middle
Years Programme provides a framework of academic challenge that encourages students to embrace
and understand the connections between traditional subjects and the real world, and to become
critical and reflective thinkers. Students are required to study eight subject areas: Language and
Literature, Language Acquisition (Spanish or Mandarin), Individuals and Societies, Sciences,
Mathematics, Arts (Visual Arts and Music), Physical Education, and Design.
Through the MYP at CFI:
• We develop international-mindedness in IB students, starting with a foundation in their own
language and culture.
• We encourage a positive attitude to learning by challenging students to solve problems, show
creativity and resourcefulness and participate actively in their communities.
• We support the development of communication skills to encourage inquiry, understanding,
language acquisition, and to allow student reflection and expression.
• Through the attributes of the learner profile, we emphasize the development of the whole
student—physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically.
• We celebrate and share learning.
• Eighth grade students complete a Community Project to complete Year 3 of the MYP.
IB Learner Profile
CFI staff support students in assuming responsibility for their learning and their behavior by
encouraging them to make appropriate and constructive choices. Students learn to make decisions in
the areas of social behavior, curricular inquiry, time management, and work habits. We strive for
students to attain the attributes of an internationally-minded person as outlined by the International
Baccalaureate Organization:
Communicators
Knowledgeable
Risk-Takers
Reflective
Open-Minded
Inquirers
Thinkers
Principled
Balanced
Caring
CFI staff members engage students in classroom and school-wide community meetings to build
relationships within the school and to promote sound decision-making. The Learner Profile is modeled
throughout the school. A child struggling with appropriate behaviors is counseled and coached by
teachers, administrators, behavior adjustment facilitators, and the school social worker, if needed.
Parent phone and face-to-face conferences are held. Often a child is asked to make restitution for
choices that have impacted others or themselves negatively.
CFI 2 and CFI 84 are authorized IB schools in both the PYP and MYP. CFI 27 is authorized in the PYP
and will host their MYP authorization visit during the 2016-17 school year. CFI 70 is an IB candidate
school for the PYP. The IB authorization process takes approximately three years.
The IB Regulations can be found on ManageBac. For more information regarding the Primary and
Middle Years Programmes, visit the IBO website at www.ibo.org and the CFI website.
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Important Contact Information
IPS Information – Call 317-226-4000, Twitter and Instagram @IPSschools
IPS Transportation – 317-226-4500, Twitter and Instagram @ipsbusses
IPS Police – 317-226-4633
CFI schools’ staff contact information can be found on the CFI schools’ websites linked to the CFI
website.
Communication
• School newsletters from the principal and teachers are sent home electronically via ManageBac.
Weekly progress reports and student work are sent in the Weekly Friday Folder provided by the
school. Any special notices, permission slips, order forms, etc. will also be in the folder. Please reserve
time on Friday evening or over the weekend to review the contents of the folder, sign the progress
report, and send the folder back to school with your child the following Monday.
• Families will also receive reminders, notices, and any emergency messages via telephone through
our Connect-Ed system. It is most important to keep your general and emergency phone numbers up
to date. Please contact the school immediately if your number changes.
• ManageBac, CFI schools’ websites, and the district website are the online tools that CFI schools
use to share calendars, weekly news, classroom information, and important CFI and IB documents.
School Hours
8:50 a.m. - Buses unloaded and breakfast served; students not eating report to designated area
9:00 a.m. – Students proceed to their classrooms
9:05 a.m. - Tardy Bell – students must be signed in by an adult and get a pass from the office
3:45 p.m. - Student Dismissal begins after end of day announcements
School entry/exit doors are kept locked for your child’s safety. Please ring the school doorbell at the
front door for entry and report to the office for a visitor’s badge before proceeding to classrooms.
Before and After School Care
CFI 2 and CFI 27 offer before- and after-school care through the YMCA on site. This service is available
from 6:30 a.m. to the start of school and from the end of school to 6:00 p.m. To inquire further or to
register, please contact an account specialist at the YMCA Youth Enrichment Branch at 317-887-8788
or visit www.indymca.org.
CFI 70 and CFI 84 offer before and after school care through the AYS on site. This service is available
from 7:00 a.m. to start of school and end of school to 6:00 p.m. Discounts for multiple children, parttime options, daily rates, and financial assistance information are available from AYS. To inquire
further call 283-3817, ext. 19. AYS offers an online registration option. Visit www.ayskids.org for
more information and to complete your registration.
Inclement Weather
Variable weather conditions are to be expected in Central Indiana. If school needs to be closed or
delayed, this will generally be announced with an early morning notification through local television,
radio, and social media.
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Attendance
Attending school regularly is essential for a child’s academic and social development.
Parents/guardians are required by Indiana Law to ensure that their child attends school daily, for the
entire schedule of activities. Once your child reaches 12 years of age, he/she shares legal
responsibilities for school attendance. There are three (3) basic reasons for absences: Excused,
Exempt, and Unexcused.
Procedures for Reporting Student Absence, Tardiness and Early Dismissal
Absence: On the morning of each day of absence (individual days or consecutive days), a telephone
call from the parent/guardian to the school providing the reason for the absence must be received
by 10:00 a.m. A written note of explanation from the parent/guardian must be submitted upon the
student’s first day returning to school. Failure to call each day on time will result in the absence being
recorded as unexcused.
Absence Classifications
1. EXCUSED ABSENCE:
• Personal illness/injury. A parent must contact the school before 10:00 a.m. and submit
documentation upon the child’s return. A formal signed statement from a medical service
provider is required for each and every absence once your child accumulates more than five (5)
absences during the school year.
• Medical, dental, counseling, and other select required appointments (formal documentation
required).
• Death in the immediate family (formal documentation required)
• Major religious holidays (documentation required)
• Personal tragedy (with administrative approval)
Please note: Routine, non-emergency appointments (vaccinations, dental cleanings, etc.) should be
arranged outside of school hours or during school breaks. If it is necessary for your child to miss
school, she/he is expected to attend school both before and after the appointment.
2. EXEMPT ABSENCE (formal documentation required):
• Participating in an election
• Duty as a page or honoree of the Indiana General Assembly
• Testifying in court under subpoena
3. UNEXCUSED ABSENCE:
The broad definition of an unexcused absence is any absence not covered under the definition of
excused or exempt absence (see above).
SPECIAL NOTE: Student absence due to prearranged family trips/vacations is considered unexcused.
Consequences of Absences:
The School District and/or Indiana Law provide consequences for excessive student absences and
tardiness. The list below is partial in nature:
• School detention
• Parent, student, teacher, administrator, attendance officer conferences
• Discipline referral on the district’s Six Step Discipline Plan
• Disqualification from select school programs or activities
4

•
•
•
•
•

Academic failure
Disqualification from student Indiana Work Permits and/or BMV Beginners Driver’s License
District Adjudicator referral for building reassignment
Sanctions by Department of Family and Children
Referral of parents to the Marion County Superior Court for Failure to Ensure charges and/or
referral of students aged 12 and over to the Superior Court for truancy charges.

Tardiness: Tardiness is defined as arriving to class after the designated start time of 9:05 a.m. If your
child is tardy for any reason, an adult must accompany the child to the school office and sign the child
in at the office. Three unexcused tardies will result in a warning phone call. When a student
accumulates five unexcused tardies without legal reason it will result in before or after school
detention being assigned by the Principal.
Early Dismissal: Early dismissal is defined as leaving school prior to the daily dismissal time of 3:45
p.m. Parents/Guardians must sign a child out at the school office if leaving before scheduled
dismissal. Adults will be required to present identification before a child will released to them.
Students will not be released to anyone other than the parent or guardian unless confirmation has
been received from the parent/guardian prior to the release. Designated emergency contacts and
those adults able to take your child from school should be listed on the school Emergency Form.
Please do not pick students up early from school unless there is an emergency as early departures
interrupt instruction for all children. Early departures may result in having disciplinary consequences
for students. Excessive unexcused early releases will result in a warning phone call. When a student
accumulates five early releases, without legal reason, during a single semester it will result in a before
or after school detention assigned by the Principal.
Important Note: The above section regarding student attendance is a summary of expectations and
related information. Please contact the building attendance officer (social worker) for greater
details and clarifications.
Illness or Injury at School
If a student becomes ill or injured at school, the child will be sent to the school office, and if
warranted, the parent or guardian will be called to pick up the student. We do not have adequate
resting space at the school for sick children to stay all day when they are ill. If we cannot reach a
parent, the person listed as the emergency contact will be called.
If there is a life-threatening emergency, we will call 911 and transport your child to the hospital. A
staff member will accompany the child in the ambulance and wait at the hospital until a
parent/guardian arrives. Parents will be contacted immediately. Please remember to keep all
telephone numbers current in case of an emergency.
Medication
If your child needs to take medication at school, please include this information on Caredox and send
the medication in its original container. Students are not allowed to carry medication on them during
the school day unless it is for a chronic disease or medical condition that requires emergency
administration of the medication. If your child needs to carry this type of emergency medication on
them during the school day, please update your child’s Caredox information or request a medication
form from the school office. Access to Caredox can be found at: http://www.myips.org/Page/38735
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Immunizations
Please check the table to ensure your child’s vaccinations are up to date as required. The law says the
school cannot allow your child to attend more than 20 days without proper vaccinations, unless the
child is exempted for religious or medical reasons – or if a doctor has provided documentation that
your child is scheduled to be vaccinated. If your child does not receive shots due to medical reasons
we must have a doctor’s statement. If your child does not receive shots for religious reasons a
written statement must be submitted to the school each year. More information is available from the
IPS Nursing Director, from the Indiana State Department of Health at 1-800-701-0704, or at
www.chirp.in.gov/chirp_docs.htm.

6

Student Records Request
Education records consist of all official records, files and data directly related to a student and
maintained by the Indianapolis Public Schools. Such records encompass all the material incorporated
in the student’s cumulative folder, and includes but is not limited to general identifying data, records
of attendance and of academic work completed, records of achievement in the school curriculum and
in standardized achievement tests, results of other evaluative tests (including intelligence, aptitude,
psychological, and interest inventory tests), health data, teacher and counselor ratings and
observations, and verified reports of serious or recurrent behavior patterns.
A parent of a student has the right to inspect and review such student’s education records maintained
by IPS. A parent shall be presumed to have authority to inspect and review the student’s records
unless IPS has been provided with written notice that there is a court order that restricts or
terminates the parent’s authority to access the student’s records under applicable State statutes
governing matters such as divorce, separation, and legal custody.
To obtain student records, a parent will submit a written request to the principal. The request shall
specify the specific records which the parent or eligible student wish to examine. Such a request shall
be made during reasonable business hours determined by mutual agreement between the principal
(or her designee) and the parent or eligible student but, in no event shall be more than forty-five (45)
days after receipt of the written request. A school official shall be present during any such inspection
to assist in the interpretation of the records. The parent(s) must submit sufficient proof of his/her
identity to the school official before inspection of a student’s records shall be permitted.
If a student enrolls in a new school or district the parent or the receiving school may make the records
request.
Address/Phone Number Changes
Changes to your address, phone numbers, and/or email should be communicated to the school
secretary as soon as possible so that records may be up to date at all times. If an address change is
given, proof of the new address will be required. (Not to worry, a change of address does not
necessarily require a change of school or district).
Breakfast and Lunch Service
• IPS participates in a universal free lunch program. All students may eat breakfast and lunch at no
charge. Students may choose to bring lunch from home; there is a $0.40 charge for milk or juice
purchased separately from a school meal.
• Students may NOT bring soda pop or candy in their packed lunch. If students bring chips in their
sack lunch, it should be a small quantity that can be consumed in the cafeteria during lunch.
Please supervise the food choices students bring to help promote healthy eating habits.
• Due to allergies, students are not to share or trade any food items in the cafeteria.
• If your child has a medically documented dietary need, please contact the principal for
information on modified meals.
• Adults may also purchase a school breakfast and/or lunch (Breakfast: $2.25 Lunch: $3.75). Please
let us know in the morning if you are going to be at school and want to order a lunch.
• If you plan to bring lunch to school for your child, you must arrive prior to the beginning of the
lunch period or your child will be provided a school lunch.
• Lunch is a 20 to 30-minute period. Menus are distributed electronically through ManageBac and
on the IPS website.
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Transportation Changes for One Day
If your child’s transportation is changing for the day (bus to car or car to bus) you MUST send a note
to the teacher in the morning AND call the office with the change no later than 2:30 p.m. If your
child is going to ride home with another child (on the child’s same bus or in a car), a note from the
parents of both students must be received that morning and signed by the school administrator. Your
child cannot ride a bus home with another child unless it is on your child’s assigned bus. If there is no
note or phone call to inform us of a transportation change, we will expect and follow the usual
mode of transportation for the child.
Transportation/Bus Route or Stop Changes
If your address changes or you are adding a day care stop, the change must be made through the
school office. Proof of the new address is required. Generally it takes at least 3 working days for bus
stop changes to take effect. If you have a concern about your child’s bus stop location and safety
issues, call the IPS transportation office at 317-226-4500 and ask to speak to the router or supervisor.
Get up-to-date information and chat with a transportation representative at www.myips.org/buses.
Bus Information
In the event a bus is late in bringing your child home or does not pick your child up on time, call IPS
Transportation at 317-226-4500. In the event that your child does not arrive home at the expected
time and you are unable to reach transportation, call the school office or IPS Police at 317-226-4633.
We will attempt to reach parents via our Connect-Ed system if buses are running late at dismissal.
Buses will pick up and drop off students only at their established authorized stop. Students should be
at their designated stop 10 minutes prior to their scheduled pick-up time and be prepared to wait up
to 10 minutes after the designated pick up time. Students should be standing at the stop when the
bus pulls up, not waiting in a car or at their front door. Bus rules are mailed to students by the district.
Students not following bus safety/behavior guidelines will be referred to the office and may lose bus
riding privileges. The most current bus information is available on Twitter at @ipsbusses.
Walkers
Parents are asked to instruct their children in safe habits, including crossing the street only at corners
and returning straight home after school.
Walkers at CFI 2 must enter the building using the main entrance on New Jersey Street.
Walkers at CFI 27 must use the public sidewalks. Please see the map and instructions for your route.
Walkers at CFI 70 must enter the building using the main entrance on Central Ave.
Walkers at CFI 84 must enter the building using the main entrance on 57th Street.
Car Riders
Car riders may not be dropped off before 8:50 a.m. Afternoon car riders will be dismissed between
3:45 and 3:50 p.m. Please follow the safety procedures and drop off locations outlined by your
child’s school. (Refer to the transportation maps located on pages 9-12 of this handbook.)
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CFI School 2

Center for Inquiry at School 2

Transportation Plan
School Phone: 317-226-4202

IPS Transportation/Bus Questions: 317-226-4500

New Jersey Street

Bus Zone

Walkers/Bikers use sidewalks

Walkers/Bikers use sidewalks

Main
Office

Center for
Inquiry at
School 2

E. Saint Clair

Walnut Street

Walkers/Bikers,
Bus Riders, Parents &
Visitors
Enter & Exit Here

Car Riders, YMCA
Enter & Exit Here

Playground

Cars
Exit

Car Riders Drop-Off
and Pick-Up Zone
CFI
Parking
Lot
Alley

Cleveland Street (Alley)

Car Riders: When dropping off in the morning or picking up in the afternoon,
please maintain a line and have student(s) exit/enter car on the passenger
side. A staff member will escort your child to/from the car. Do not leave your
car unattended in the line. If you are accompanying your child into the
school, please park in a designated area.
Walkers/Bike Riders: We want to ensure that our walkers and bikers are
safe! Remember to always use public sidewalks when walking to and from
the school. Enter through our main entrance on New Jersey, not through the
parking lot doors.
Before/After School Activity Pick Up: Please park your vehicle in a designated
parking space, enter the building and walk your student to the car.
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CFI School 84

Car Riders: When dropping off in the morning or picking up in the afternoon, please maintain a line and have
student(s) exit/enter car on the passenger side. Staff members will assist your child to/from the car. Do not
leave your car unattended in the line. If you are accompanying your child into the school, please park in a
designated area.
Walkers/Bike Riders: We want to ensure that our walkers and bikers are safe! Remember to always use
public sidewalks when walking to and from the school. Enter through our main entrance on 57th Street.
Before/After School Activity Pick Up: When picking children up from after school activities, you may park
th
th
along 57 Street or in the back parking lot. Enter the main entrance on 57 Street to meet your child. When
arriving to drop off or pick up your child from AYS, please be cautious on the back parking lot and do not
drive onto the playground area when children are present.
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CFI School 27

Car Riders: When dropping off in the morning or picking up in the afternoon, please use
17th St. from Central Ave. to access Ruckle St. and our school lot according to the
diagram. Please maintain a line and have student(s) exit/enter car on right side. To ensure
students’ safety, please exit the parking lot turning left and heading south on Ruckle St. to
17th St. Also, do not leave your car unattended in the line. If you are accompanying your
child into the school, please park in a designated area.
Walkers: We want to ensure that our walkers are safe! Remember to always use public
sidewalks when walking to and from the school according to the diagram. If you are
coming from the south or southeast of the school, walk along the concrete area between
MLK Park and CFI 27 and enter building through the southwest door. If you are coming
from southwest, walk along Central Ave. to 19th St. and our main entrance. If you are
coming from the north, enter at the main entrance (the north door off 19th St.)
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CFI School 70

Center for Inquiry at School 70

Transportation Plan
IPS Transportation/Bus Questions: 317-226-4500

Park Avenue

Central Avenue

School Phone: 317-226-4270

Center for Inquiry
School 70

th

46 Street

Car Riders: When dropping off in the morning or picking up in the afternoon,
please maintain a line and have student(s) exit/enter car on the passenger
side. A staff member will escort your child to/from the car. Do not leave your
car unattended in the line. If you are accompanying your child into the
school, please park in a designated area.
Walkers/Bike Riders: We want to ensure that our walkers and bikers are
safe! Remember to always use public sidewalks when walking to and from
the school. Enter through our main entrance on Central Ave, not through the
parking lot doors.
Before/After School Activity Pick Up: Please park your vehicle in a designated
parking space, enter the building and walk your student to the car.
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Recess
• All K-8 students have a daily recess period. Recess is generally scheduled before lunch and is
supervised by staff members. Parent assistance at recess is greatly appreciated. Call the office to
volunteer in this area. Additional recess time may be provided in grades K-5 during the school day.
• If a child needs to stay in at recess due to illness, a note must be sent to the office. Students will
not be kept inside for more than 3 days without a doctor’s note. Children are expected to bring hats,
gloves, and warm coats so that they may enjoy a bit of fresh air, even in the winter. Recess is held
inside if snow, ice, wind chill or actual temperatures make it unsafe to be outdoors. Generally, we do
not go outside if temperatures and/or wind chill are below 20 degrees Fahrenheit or above 90
degrees Fahrenheit.
• The play area consists of blacktop and a mulched area with playground equipment. Tennis shoes
are the recommended footwear for school. Closed-toe shoes with a back strap are always required at
school.
• Recess can contribute to the physical and social well-being of students. However, recess privileges
are sometimes restricted or lost if a child is playing unsafely on the playground.
Bookstore Vending
Pens and pencils are available for purchase at a vending machine located in the school hallway.
Lost Books
Textbooks and library books are furnished to students on a loan basis. Parents/guardians must pay for
lost or damaged books.
Book Rental
Book rental is due during the beginning months of school. If you need assistance in paying the
textbook rental, please make sure you fill out the necessary assistance forms (mailed home and
available in the school office) by the September deadline communicated on the form. Questions
regarding the assistance application form may be directed to the IPS Call Center 226-4000. Unpaid
book rental fees are turned over to collections at the end of October. Fees will be shared at the
beginning of each school year for elementary students; book rental fees for middle school students is
dependent upon class assignments and will be shared with parents in August. Book rental payments
may be made through cash, check, money order, or online. At the printing of this document, the
2016-17 book rental rates are not yet available. The book rental rates for the previous year
varied by grade level and ranged between $120.00 and $160.00 dollars. New rates will be
communicated through ManageBac and on the CFI website.
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Telephone Procedures:
Parents calling school: School office staff will deliver all emergency calls and messages to students and
teachers. Calls for students and teachers will not be put through to classrooms during instructional
time.
Students calling home: Calls home will be for emergency purposes only or as directed by a staff
member. Student calls are made only after receiving permission from the staff. Calls are to be made
under the direct supervision of a staff member.
Electronics and Cell Phones
IPS policy says that students may not possess or use “on school grounds during school hours an
electronic device, a cellular telephone, or any other telecommunication device, including a look-a-like
device, in a situation not related to a school purpose or educational function or using such device to
engage in an activity that violates school rules. This rule is not violated when the student has been
given clear permission from a school administrator or a designated staff member to possess or use
one of the devices listed in this rule.” This includes cell phones, gaming systems, and portable music
devices. Cell phones and other electronics will be confiscated and held until a parent is able to come
to school to pick up the device. We realize that some children must go home to an empty home
and/or walk a route to and from their bus stop alone. If a parent feels that their child needs to carry a
cell phone for safety reasons, we must have a written statement to that effect on hand and principal
approval received (a form for his purpose may be obtained in the office). Students will be expected to
turn off phone upon entering the school building. The cell phone must be kept in the students
backpack in their locker or cubby. The schools are not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged
phones.
School Safety Plan
Each school has a detailed safety/emergency plan in place developed in collaboration with the IPS
Safety Office. Schools conduct Fire Drills, Lockdown Drills, and Tornado Drills during the year. If
weather or crisis conditions warrant a school closing or delay in starting time, the best information
will come from your local media coverage. You may also receive a notice through the Connect-Ed
phone system. School doors are kept locked at all times. In case of emergencies that would require an
early dismissal or evacuation off-site, parents will be notified through one or more of the following: TV
and radio news broadcasts and Connect-Ed. For emergency purposes, it is imperative that parents
keep their contact information up-to-date at all times with the school office.
School Pictures and Yearbooks
School pictures are taken in the fall and spring by InterState Studio. Envelopes are sent home with
ordering information a week prior to Picture Day. A school yearbook is available in the spring.
Visitors
Family members are important to our school community and are always welcome! CFI welcomes
family volunteerism, assistance in the classroom, and observation of your child in the instructional
setting. In order to keep a record of your visit and for the safety of all our students, you must sign in
at the office immediately upon entering the school. A Guest Pass will be issued to be worn during the
school visit. If you need to speak with a teacher regarding your child’s progress, homework, behavior,
etc., please call to make an appointment. The teacher will not be able to hold
conversations/conferences during instructional time.
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Volunteering at CFI
CFI staff and the PTSA welcome volunteers! Any adult working with students, during school time or
after school, must have an Application to Provide Volunteer Services Form on file. Criminal History
Background checks are required annually of all volunteers. Please be aware that it may take up to two
weeks for your volunteer application and background check to be processed. These policies are in
place to guarantee the safety of your children.
Birthdays and Parties
Several times during the school year, classrooms may plan small whole-class celebrations (Valentine’s
Day, project presentations, the end of the school year, etc.). CFI celebrates birthdays each week
during our school-wide community meeting, and each birthday child receives a pencil. Please DO NOT
plan birthday parties during the school day, and DO NOT bring birthday treats to school. Birthdays
are a family celebration to take place at home. Invitations to parties outside of school should not be
passed out at school unless everyone in the class is invited to the party. If you are inviting only a few
school friends to an event outside of school, please mail or email the invitations to each child’s home.
Special gifts, such as balloons or flowers, should not be delivered to school. They will not be sent to
the child’s classroom because they are disruptive to instruction.
Items from Home
• Electronics of any type (iPods, cell phones, games, etc.), trading cards, toys, and candy are not
permitted at school. Items will be confiscated and sent to the office and kept there until an adult
family member picks-up the item. Unclaimed items will be discarded at the end of the year. A
continued violation of these rules will result in disciplinary action. For exceptions regarding cell
phones, refer to the telephone section of the handbook.
• If your child’s teacher allows particular items to be brought for sharing time or recess, the items
should be labeled with your child’s name using a permanent marker or secure label and kept in the
child’s book bag.
• Students in grades K-2 are not allowed to bring purses. Students in grades 3-8 must keep their
purses in their lockers or cubbies. Bringing purses is highly discouraged as a book bag should be
sufficient for carrying personal needs.
• The school is not responsible for any loss or damage to items brought to school with or without
permission.
School Lockers and Storage
Students are provided with a “cubby” or locker to store their coat, book bag, lunch box, gym shoes,
band instrument, and extra school supplies. Students may not bring their own lock device. Locker
privileges may be revoked if a student uses another students’ locker, gives his/her combination to
others, or displays/stores inappropriate items in the locker. Students who have received cell phone
permission from the Principal will keep their cell phone in their backpack in their “cubby” area or
locker.
Money and Notes
Any money (for lunch, field trips, book fair, etc.) and notes from home should be given to the child’s
classroom teacher at the beginning of the school day. Please send notes and/or money in a sealed
envelope with the student’s and teacher’s names on the front and the purpose of the money.
Please limit the amount of money sent to school with your child to the exact amount needed.
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Fundraising
Throughout the year, the CFI schools, PTSAs, and student groups sponsor fundraisers to support
school programming and to support causes around the world. If your family does not wish to
participate in a fundraiser, you are invited to make a donation to the school or PTSA instead. Families
are encouraged to take advantage of employer matching contribution programs that may be available
through your employer to support programs at the school. Additionally, if you sign up to make
contributions to the United Way through payroll deductions, you are able to designate that your
contributions be directed to an individual CFI school. Contributions to CFI or CFI PTSAs are tax
deductible and a receipt may be requested.
Social and Environmental Action Projects
CFI works to be a positive influence in our local and global communities. During the school year,
students initiate and take part in many social and environmental action projects to help those around
us. The students organize social action projects that may be individual, classroom, or school-wide.
Title I
CFI 27 and CFI 70 qualify for Title I (based on the percentage of poverty within our school attendance
area). Our federal Title I funds pay the salaries of additional staff who provide extra help in reading
and math to students in need of these services and facilitate parent workshops. An annual Title I
meeting takes place at the beginning of the school year.
Discovery Days
Discovery Day sessions are held intermittently throughout the school year for students in grades K-8
and meet during the school day. Students choose a focus of interest and work with a multi-age group
to explore this area (sewing, cooking, chess, etc.). Sessions are led by teachers, community members,
and parents sharing their expertise and hobbies with students. If you are interested in sharing a talent
or interest of your own by leading a Discovery Day session, please contact the school office. This is a
great way to volunteer!
Field Trips/Educational Field Experiences
The students at CFI participate in field trips throughout the school year. Parents are asked to sign a
blanket permission slip at the beginning of the school year and are notified through the classroom
newsletter by the teacher in advance of each trip. Due to entrance fees, parents are sometimes asked
to donate this fee, but no child will be denied participation because of inability to contribute. Younger
siblings and those not attending our school are NOT permitted to attend field trips.
Extra Curricular Activities
CFI students are offered a variety of opportunities including before- and after-school clubs, scouts,
and athletics. Information is sent home separately pertaining to these activities including participation
guidelines, meeting dates, and fee amounts (if applicable). If you would like to facilitate an extra
curricular activity or coach at CFI, please contact the school office. You must have a volunteer
application completed and approved before supervising students before or after school. Additionally,
outside providers offer our students opportunities (karate for example), usually for a small fee.
Lost and Found
Lost items are placed in a designated barrel/basket. Unclaimed items are donated to charity at winter
break, spring break, and summer break. Families may want to consider clearly labeling coats, lunch
boxes, and book bags for speedy return to the owner.
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Homework
Homework can serve many purposes including: fostering effective study habits and self-discipline,
reinforcing and/or extending the learning experience from the classroom, and strengthening the
communication between home and school while providing parents an opportunity to become
involved in their child’s school education. Your child’s teacher will provide you with homework
guidelines for the classroom. Parents are encouraged to become involved in their child’s homework,
providing help when needed, but ensuring the work is completed by the child. A limited number of
laptop computers are available on loan to students to complete homework projects.
Agenda Organizers
CFI agenda organizers are required for students in grades 4-8. The school orders the organizers for
students. The cost $5.00 collected the first week of school.
Student Report Cards, Portfolios, and Parent Conferences
Report cards are issued four times per year and can be accessed through ManageBac. Report cards
are criterion and standards-based and align with our IB curriculum. Information about the format of
report cards is shared by teachers and IB coordinators. All students maintain electronic portfolios
through ManageBac. ELECTRONIC PORTFOLIOS are fundamental tools for CFI students - promoting
self-reflection, metacognition, and assessment for learning. Parent conferences are held in the fall
and the spring. Conference attendance is mandatory. The fall conference in September is called
Parents-In-Touch (PIT) Day, and students do not have school that day. The spring conference in April is
a Student-Led Portfolio Conference that takes place after school and in the early evening. Mid-term
reports are sent home half-way through each grading period. Weekly progress reports and
newsletters are sent home in the weekly folder.
Student Promotion and Retention
The IPS School Board Policy is followed. The principal sends a letter home at the end of the first
semester, in January, if a child is being considered for retention and an action plan is developed with
teacher and parent input. A second letter is sent home in May with the retention decision. According
to IPS policy, the principal has final say in retention decisions.
Withdrawal of Students
If your family decides to withdraw from the Center for Inquiry, please stop by the school office and
complete a magnet withdrawal form. When changing addresses within IPS, students may continue
attending CFI and receive IPS transportation to and from school if they still live within the IPS district
boundaries. If students move out of IPS, they may still be able to attend CFI with parent-provided
transportation.
University Partnerships
CFI teachers work with pre-service teachers from our local universities. The student teachers will be
working with your children under the supervision of the classroom teacher. University partners also
provide professional development to our staff, share resources with students, and conduct research in
our schools.
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School Leadership Team
Each CFI School has a leadership team comprised of representative school staff, parents, and
community members. The purpose of the school leadership team is to guide school improvement
planning, provide guidance in the selection of interview committees, and additional responsibilities
from the principal as necessary.
CFI Council
The CFI Council works with the administrative team to provide input on school improvement. The
council is made up of representatives from each school’s Leadership Team. The purpose of the Council
is to review and revise all CFI policies. The council meets monthly. CFI 27 also has a community council
to support partnerships with United Way and Bridges to Success.
Parent Association
Each CFI School has its own Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA). An upper grade student
representative serves on the PTSA board along with elected parents and the school administrator. The
PTSA is open to all parents, guardians, and staff members and welcomes volunteers to chair
committees and to plan and work events and Family Nights. Family Nights are opportunities to learn
something new together as a family and to meet and socialize with other CFI families.
School Calendar
A listing of the school year’s events is included in your opening school packet. Calendar updates and
additions will be communicated through the weekly Principal’s newsletter and ManageBac calendar.
The IPS calendar is on the back page of this handbook.
Media Coverage
Reporters from the local television stations, radio stations, and newspapers often come to the Center
for Inquiry for stories, file footage, etc. They photograph students involved in school activities. They
also may request to interview students. If for any reason you do not want your child photographed,
filmed, or interviewed, please be sure to indicate this on your child’s permission form. If we do not
hear from you, we will assume that you do not object to your child being interviewed and/or
photographed for publication in a newspaper or radio/television broadcast.
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School Events
Throughout the year, we sponsor various events. All school and PTSA events will be listed in the
Principal’s Newsletter and on the MangeBac calendar with details, dates, and times. Some events are
co-sponsored by all four CFI schools. A sampling of our events follow:
Literacy Events
Read In Day- Parents, staff and community members are invited to read to students throughout the
school day as we celebrate books and reading! Stories by Starlight - Families are invited to share in an
evening of storytelling, reading from books and stories or poems written by students.
Book Fairs- Scholastic Book fairs are held two times per year for families to purchase kids’ books.
Proceeds from the sales benefit school. Young Writers- Students write throughout the year. The
Indiana Partnership for Young Writers provides an opportunity for student-selected work to be
published in an anthology of student writing. Students are also selected to share their writing and
reading to a wider audience at public events. Math and Science Night – Families are invited to an
evening of experiments and exploration.
Career and College Days- Various careers are presented to students by local community members on
Career Day. Students are encouraged to wear college apparel on College Day. Teachers discuss the
colleges and universities they attended
Celebration of Arts- Annual all-CFI event promoting and celebrating visual and performing arts.
Students have the opportunity to showcase work done throughout the year and participate in hands
on activities and experiences.
Movement Events: ACES Day - All Children Exercising Simultaneously. All CFI students go outside and
exercise together under the guidance of the PE teacher. Bike to School Day – CFI schools participate in
the national Bike to School Day. “Trains” are arranged so that families can gather at specified locations
and bike to school together. Run, Walk or Dance for the Arts - A walk/run/dance event held to raise
money through pledges for each lap accomplished. The money raised is spent on Arts for Learning
programs for the students which brings performers and arts workshops to our school.
Family Life - IPS has partnered with the Social Health Foundation and Peace Learning Center for nearly
two decades to provide instruction to our students in human growth, development, and social and
emotional health. Information will be sent home prior to the lessons listing the content covered.
Global Learning Events: International Day of Peace and Peace Walk – Students celebrate the
International Day of Peace through music, arts, language, and a Peace Walk. International/Global
Night – Families explore cultures and customs from around the world, including the heritage of
families in the CFI community.
Family Game Night – Families come to school in the evening and play board games.
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CFI Family Involvement Policy (revised February 10, 2016)
CFI will do its best to strive toward making all of its families welcome to the CFI school community regardless of race, creed, socio-economic status,
academic needs, neighborhood, family structure, cultural or ethnic background, in alignment with the International Baccalaureate mission statement: "to
create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect”.
CFI will sponsor Family Nights, school events, parent monthly workshops, round table/informational meetings, and coffees which will be scheduled and
put on a parent calendar at the beginning of the school year and which address relevant issues/topics including but not limited to:
o
Ice Cream Social and distribution of informational packets- before start of school in August
o
Dads Bring Your Child to School - first day of school in August
o
Annual Title 1 informational meeting (includes ManageBac; assessment process; the parent involvement, discipline, attendance, and uniform policies;
description of the school’s IB curriculum; parent contact information, Title 1 services, and student proficiency levels and expectations) and Open
House in September
o
New family orientation - September, January, May
o
International Baccalaureate programmes and inquiry curriculum
o
Parents in Touch: CFI requires parents to attend 2 parent report card conferences per year (parent-teacher conference at the end of the first quarter
grading period in the fall and student-led portfolio conference in the spring)
o
Assistance and extension in core subject areas
o
Testing and accountability measures including ISTEP readiness and I-Read meetings
o
Use of ManageBac, IPS websites, and technology as a tool for learning - Fall at first PIT day conference
o
Primary Years Program (PYP) Exhibition meeting (winter)
o
Middle Years Program (MYP) orientation – September and May
o
Graduation planning for 6th graders to meet Dept. of Education requirements
o
Orientation for parents of students newly identified as “High Ability” (spring)
o
Transition from pre-school to Kindergarten - Aug/Sept and May
o
Transition to high school
o
Morning with Moms and Donuts with Dads
o
Grandparents Day – Fall
o
Family Math and Science Night
o
Stories by Starlight Family Night
o
International/Global Night – celebrating diversity and cultures
o
Celebration of the Arts – March (all CFI school event)
o
Family and/or Student Dances
o
Celebrate annual Heritage and History Months such as: Hispanic Heritage –Sept/Oct., National Disabilities Awareness – Oct., Native American
History – Nov., African American History – Feb., Women’s History - March, Asian History – May, Older Americans - May
o
Spring Fling (CFI reunions, open house for new families, end of year celebration) – end of year
o
Environmental activities including Gardening Day, Walk/Bike to School Day, Go Green activities, Earth Day
o
MYP meet-ups
o
Annual end-of-year Parent Survey through Title 1 office
CFI will offer a variety of Parent Resources:
o
Library resource area includes: Inquiry books, books in mother tongue of the student population, Technology (online resources), materials for help at
home, make and take, grade level standards, handbook, chit chat book, materials for projects and parenting magazines.
o
A weekly newsletter/blog from the principal and teacher shared electronically through ManageBac (or in print as needed).
o
A monthly newsletter from the PTSA shared electronically through ManageBac (or in print as needed).
o
Magnet informational meetings and hand-out regarding magnet/option programs available to 8th graders as they transition to high school.
o
Magnet informational meetings and tours for families interested in selecting CFI for their child’s school.
o
Information for parents of pre-school age children as they prepare for a successful kindergarten year.
CFI teachers will utilize parent volunteers and support parent partnerships. The school will provide professional development to the teachers in:
o
Ways to best utilize parent volunteers to support academics
o
Building and maintaining electronic communications to support parents in receiving school information and access to resources
CFI will offer opportunities for parent leadership and volunteerism:
o
Classroom assistance with field trips, social action, tutoring students, assist with projects, mentor, serve as guest reader/speaker,
o
Discovery club leader/helper
o
PTSA Executive Committee, PTSA Board member, committee member, general member
o
Classroom parent
o
CFI School and Community Council
o
Sponsor after school academic and social clubs, coach sports
o
Committees: Wellness, Gardening, Textbook Adoption, Family Night planning, event planning
o
Guest speakers and readers
o
Dad’s Club sponsored events
CFI communicates in a clear, timely and consistent manner:
o
Assistance will be provided or accommodations made to ensure that non-English speaking parents are supported
o
Main communications will be shared electronically through ManageBac and in print for those needing print media
o
Schools will communicate also through social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)
o
Principal and homeroom newsletters/blogs weekly; PTSA monthly communication
o
Weekly folders with student progress noted, Mid-terms and 9-week report cards
o
Phone calls and emails delivered through the IPS Connect-Ed system
o
Personal phone calls and/or emails from the teacher and/or room parent or parent liaison
This Family Involvement Policy will be reviewed, and if necessary, revised annually in the spring
by CFI’s School and Community Council and the PTSA groups at CFI 2, CFI 84, CFI 27, and CFI 70.
All parents will have an opportunity to review the policy and suggest revisions annually.
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Responsive Classroom
The Responsive Classroom (RC) model is nationally-recognized teaching approach “based on the
premise that children learn best when they have both academic and social-emotional skills.” Through
work with RC resources, CFI staff are committed to building our capacity and cultivating shared
language to create student-centered learning environments and cohesive school communities utilizing
Responsive Classroom protocols such as morning meeting, energizers, logical consequences, positive
teacher language, and closing circles.
Restitution
When a child’s choice of behavior causes harm emotionally or physically, he or she may be counseled
to conduct an act of restitution. This is a way for the child to try to make amends and set the situation
right. Some examples: a child playing in the cafeteria spills milk on a classmate causing the classmate
to become upset, offers to help clean the milk off the child’s coat; a child saying mean things to a
classmate, in addition to apologizing, might make a point to say three nice things about the classmate
or to compliment them; a child throwing a rock in the air on the playground breaks a school window
would then pay for the window replacement, earning the money by doing extra chores at home.
IPS Discipline Documentation
Families should refer to the IPS Student Code of Conduct for more detailed information about discipline. The
code of conduct can be found at http://www.myips.org/Page/38736. The guiding principles are to be safe,

respectful, and responsible. IPS requires teachers and principals to document behavior incidents and
consequences electronically. In the event of major offenses, IPS policies and procedures will be
followed as outlined in the IPS Policy and Procedures Handbook and on the IPS website.
Consequences for major offenses may include the assignment to work with the behavior adjustment
facilitator, suspension with a parent re-entry conference, and/or referral to the IPS district adjudicator
for assignment to an alternative placement. Disruptive, defiant, disrespectful, and aggressive
behaviors will not be tolerated at school (during the school day or at after school and evening events),
on the bus, or at the bus stop. There is no such thing as “play fighting” and no excuse of “I was just
playing.” All students must know that they are safe at school.
SECTION 504
Section 504 is a part of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that prohibits discrimination based upon one’s
disability. Section 504 is an anti-discrimination, civil rights statute that requires the needs of students
with disabilities to be met as adequately as the needs of the non-disabled are met. Please contact
your school’s social worker for questions about 504 plans.
Special Education Services
The Special Education Department works in collaboration with teachers, parents and administrators
to ensure that students with disabilities receive the appropriate instruction in an inclusive
environment and support they need to achieve. Special education and related services are offered
throughout the district to students aged three to twenty-one. For all inquiries regarding Special
Education compliance, please contact the school principal.
CFI School Compact
The CFI School Compact is provided to families. Students and parents are required to sign (on our CFI
permission form), attesting to the fact they have read and reviewed the documents together.
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Revised February 10, 2016

GRADE________

The Center for Inquiry School Compact is developed by CFI administrators, staff, parents,
and community members representing all four CFI sites. It is a required document for
schools receiving Title I government funding. There are three sections to the compact:
student, parent, and educator. Our CFI document is intended to assist families, students,
and staff in reminding us that we are all accountable for understanding the expectations
that allow us to function as a vibrant and supportive community of learners as we work
together in partnership for the development of each CFI student.
Student Compact
As a CFI student, I hereby affirm my commitment to my academic achievement and success. As an International
Baccalaureate student, I strive to be an Inquirer, Knowledgeable, a Thinker, a Communicator, Principled, Openminded, Caring, a Risk-taker, Balanced, and Reflective.
To demonstrate commitment to this goal, I pledge to:
attend school on time daily and ready to learn. If I am absent from or tardy to school, I will make up missed work as
directed by my teacher.
take responsibility for knowing what work has been assigned and needs to be completed, and will turn in projects
and homework on time.
follow the essential agreements of the school and my classroom and abide by the CFI School Compact.
report bullying behaviors and not bully others (physically, verbally, or through social media/electronics). This
includes actions at and away from school.
treat teachers and fellow classmates with respect and compassion and meet my school’s behavior expectations.
discuss with my parents my daily school activities and show them my work weekly, including weekly folders and
newsletters and will make my parents aware of ManageBac postings.
dress appropriately according to school and district policy.
refrain from using alcohol or illegal drugs, including tobacco and not engage in gang or criminal activity.
act honestly, respectfully, and responsibly, striving to support the CFI mission statement and model the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Learner Profile attributes through my actions.
practice good work habits and do my personal best work daily, fully participating in my education.
make healthy choices with respect to nutrition, exercise and adequate sleep.
practice hospitality when guests visit my school and classroom.
Together, with a caring adult and my teachers, I will make education my #1 priority.
Student Signature__________________________________ Date___________
Printed Name_____________________________________
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Parent/Guardian Compact
As a caring Parent/Guardian, I hereby affirm my commitment to the academic achievement and success of my
child. I pledge to make the pursuit of knowledge a priority in my household and to model and instill in my child the
International Baccalaureate Learner Profile attributes: Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators,
Principled, Open-minded, Caring, Risk-takers, Balanced, and Reflective.
To demonstrate a commitment to this goal, CFI parents pledge to:
review the IPS and CFI handbooks and policies, the CFI School Compact, as well as the transportation policies with
my child and demonstrate support of policy implementation.
support the CFI mission statement and International Baccalaureate (IB) program components.
attend and participate in the fall and spring parent/student conferences.
ensure that my child remains alcohol and drug free, including tobacco, and refrains from engaging in gang or criminal
activity.
monitor my child’s TV and electronic use, including the use of social media.
follow the Indiana anti-bullying law and CFI’s commitment to ensure a respectful environment free of bullying
behavior.
ensure that my child attends school daily, arriving on time and ready for the school day according to the Indiana
attendance law, including wearing appropriate school uniform dress, and having adequate sleep, proper nutrition,
and sufficient medical care.
abide by state mandates that impact the school including participation in state/national testing.
report school absences promptly and ensure that my child make-up all required class and homework assignments
due to school absence or tardiness.
listen and discuss with my child their daily school activities, assignments, newsletters, weekly folder reports, and
report cards sent home with my child and/or on ManageBac.
support my child in completing school assignments and projects and let the teacher know if I notice any problems
and ask for assistance and resources if needed to support my child's academic achievement.
provide the school with current address, phone numbers, and email address and notify the school of any changes.
treat my child’s teachers as a valuable resource and work cooperatively with them to support academic growth and
behavior expectations including responding to requests for consultations and conferences.
make positive and respectful behavior the expectation and model this expectation at home and school.
respond to invitations to volunteer within the classroom and school.
support my child’s involvement in school extra-curricular activities.
Together, my child and I, in partnership with the Center for Inquiry’s educators, will make education our #1
priority. By signing this CFI School Compact, I am affirming my strong and ongoing commitment toward the
academic development and success of my child and agreeing to exemplify the International Baccalaureate
Learner Profile attributes of caring and knowledgeable.
Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________ Date___________
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CFI Educator Compact
As a CFI Educator/School Staff member, I hereby affirm my commitment to the academic achievement and success
of each child. I pledge to model and instill in our children the International Baccalaureate Learner Profile attributes:
Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-minded, Caring, Risk-takers, Balanced, and
Reflective.
To demonstrate commitment to this goal, I pledge to:
support the school compact, International Baccalaureate (IB) programmes, CFI program elements, and school
policies.
enforce the rules and policies of the school and district in a fair and non-discriminatory manner.
maximize instructional time to facilitate learning for all students.
fully implement the agreed upon International Baccalaureate curriculum of the school.
communicate with parents in multiple ways according to the school plan outlined in the CFI Family handbook.
be timely, clear, and respectful in communications to students, parents, and colleagues including instruction,
homework, schedules, and events.
engage students in subject matter content, processes, independent thinking, and problem-solving skills at each
child’s grade level or above, or if applicable, at a level indicated by the special education Individualized Education
Plan (IEP).
work cooperatively with parents and colleagues to maximize student achievement and success, differentiating
instruction to ensure every child is learning at their highest level.
ensure that students and their parents are informed of missed class-work and homework due to absence or tardiness
and the expected due dates for the completion of the work.
express invitational practices that make it clear to parents they are wanted and needed in the classroom and school
and provide clear volunteer opportunities which are communicated frequently.
follow the IPS Discipline Policy for documenting student behavior and holding students accountable for their actions,
while guiding them to make positive choices.
facilitate classroom and school-wide community building through Responsive Classroom techniques.
ensure that I am available to students and parents/guardians at their request and make sure that they have access to
contact me.
model a respectful and caring environment that supports positive communication with all stakeholders.
provide an environment free of violence, alcohol, illegal drugs, and tobacco.
Together, with my colleagues and parents/guardians, I will make education my #1 priority.
Educator Signature__________________________________ Date___________

The CFI School Compact will be reviewed, and if necessary, revised annually in the spring by the CFI School and
Community Council and the PTSA groups at CFI 2, CFI 84, CFI 27 and CFI 70.
All parents will have an opportunity to review the policy and suggest revisions annually.
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District Policies and Guidelines
IPS Policies and Superintendent Guidelines may be found on the IPS website under the Board of
School Commissioners link.
IPS Bully Prevention Policy
Bullying is prohibited in the Indianapolis Public Schools (IPS) as referenced in Indiana Code 20-33-8-0.2
and IPS Board Policy No. 5517.01 Bullying is defined as overt, unwanted, repeated acts or gestures,
including verbal or written communications or images transmitted in any manner (including digitally
or electronically), physical acts committed, aggression, or any other behaviors that are committed by
a student or group of students against another student with the intent to harass, ridicule, humiliate,
intimidate, or harm the targeted student and create for the targeted student an objectively hostile
environment.
Students may not engage in bullying on school grounds, or while traveling to or from a school or a
school activity, function or event. Further, bullying is prohibited off school grounds while using
property or equipment provided by the school or while attending a school activity, function, or event.
Principals are responsible for informing students, parents, teachers and staff that bullying will not be
tolerated and will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including suspension and
expulsion. Further,, principals are encouraged to engage students, staff, and parents in meaningful
discussions about the negative aspects of bullying. The parent involvement may be through parent
organizations already in place in each school.
Parents or students who suspect that bullying is taking place should report the matter to the
principal. Upon receiving the report, the principal will investigate the matter at the building level and
consequences will be assessed as appropriate, consistent with the Board's policy entitled "Student
Discipline."
IPS “Sexting” Policy
It is IPS Policy that “a student may not possess, view, send, or share pictures or text having sexual
content while the student is on school grounds, at school-sponsored events or on school buses and
other vehicles provided by IPS. This policy strictly prohibits sexual material in electronic or any other
form and includes, but is not limited to, sexual material contained in a cellular telephone, camera
phone, or personal digital assistant and sexual material transmitted by text message, e-mail, or any
electronic communication device. A student who violates this policy is subject to suspension or
expulsion.” Students and parents need to be aware of the consequences – some of them life-altering
– of having sexual material at school, including on your cell phone or other electronic communication
device.
Title IX Policy Forbidding Sex Discrimination and Sexual Harassment of Students
Policy against sex discrimination
In accordance with applicable law, including Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the
Indiana Civil Rights Law, it is the policy of Indianapolis Public Schools that no student will be excluded
from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination in any education
program or activity on the basis of sex. A student may not, on the basis of sex, be limited in the
enjoyment of any right, privilege, advantage, or opportunity, including courses, extracurricular
activities, benefits, and facilities.
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Prohibition against sexual harassment
The policy against sex discrimination includes a prohibition against sexual harassment. Sexual
harassment consists of sexual advances, sexual gestures, requests for sexual favors, or other verbal or
physical conduct of a sexual nature that is unwelcome and that limits or denies, on the basis of sex, a
student’s ability to participate in or benefit from the education program.
This policy prohibits sexual harassment by an employee or agent of IPS, by another student, and by
third parties who come in contact with students at school or at school-related activities. This policy
also prohibits any employee from being in a locked room with a student.
Title IX Coordinator
IPS has designated a Title IX Coordinator, who has responsibility for IPS’s compliance with Title IX,
including directing the investigation of complaints and reports of sex discrimination and harassment
and assuring that prompt and effective corrective action is taken. Call the IPS Call Center 226-4000
and ask for the Title IX Coordinator.
Making a Complaint
Parents and students are encouraged to submit a complaint or provide information about suspected
sex discrimination or harassment promptly so that IPS can take appropriate action to resolve the
situation. A parent or student should make the complaint or report orally or in writing to the building
administrator, school counselor, school social worker, or directly to the Title IX Coordinator. A report
should be made as soon as possible after the complained-of incident, preferably within ten days after
the parent has been notified by a student of sex discrimination or harassment so that IPS can address
the matter while memories are fresh and before a situation becomes more severe. However, IPS
would continue to accept complaints after the ten-day filing period.
Every employee of IPS is required immediately to report in writing to the Title IX Coordinator
suspected sex discrimination or harassment of a student whether it is based on the employee’s
witnessing such conduct or on information from the student, the student’s parent, or a third party.
Investigation and Corrective Action
The Title IX Coordinator will promptly investigate, or direct the investigation of, complaints and
reports of sex discrimination or harassment. The investigation will be completed in a timely manner,
the time depending on the nature and complexity of the issues but generally taking no more than 30
days.
The Title IX Coordinator will assist the building principal in determining whether to take interim
measures during the investigation and whether IPS is required to report the incident that is the
subject of the complaint to Child Protective Services.
At the conclusion of the investigation, the Title IX Coordinator will report the result to the
Superintendent, including, where appropriate, making a recommendation for reasonable, timely, ageappropriate, and effective correction action. The Superintendent may impose discipline up to and
including a recommendation for employee termination or student expulsion. The Title IX Coordinator
will advise the Complainant and the person accused of misconduct, in writing, whether or not the
allegations were found to be substantiated.
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Except to the extent an employee or student has a statutory right to challenge the Superintendent’s
recommendation for expulsion or termination or an employee has a collectively bargained right to
challenge the imposition of discipline, the decision of the Superintendent is final.
Guidelines
The Superintendent is directed to promulgate administrative guidelines and arrange for appropriate
training for implementation of this policy. The guidelines will include complaint procedures providing
for prompt and equitable resolution of complaints alleging sex discrimination or harassment of a
student. This policy should be read in conjunction with IPS’ general anti-harassment policy and
procedures for reporting abuse and neglect to Child Protective Services.
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IPS Uniform Dress Code for Grade K-8
The IPS dress code isn’t just about how students look, it’s about how students behave and achieve.
Proper attire is the first step in creating a classroom environment that provides a laser focus on
instruction, not fashion. The Dress Code Policy is also located on the IPS website.

H. Tights/Leggings
• Any color/pattern
§ No fishnet
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RESTRICTED ATTIRE
The following articles of clothing or styles of dress are strictly forbidden while in IPS schools, or while
attending athletic events or other school-sponsored activities during school hours:

§ No hats or hoods worn in building during the school day
§ No denim pants, shirts, shorts, skirts, skorts, capris, jumpers or jackets
§ No oversized pants or shirts
§ No pants worn below the waist or “sagging”
§ No overalls or coveralls
§ No sweatpants/sweat suits, jogging pants/suits, warm-up pants/suits, athletic pants/shorts
§ No knit, nylon, spandex, biking or gym shorts or pants
§ No spandex, nylon or knit tightly fitted clothes
§ No skin tight dresses or tops
§ No tank tops, tube tops, halter tops, mesh tops, midriff tops, spaghetti strap tops
§ No sleeveless tops
§ No shirts with ruffles
§ No shirts made of shiny materials
§ No t-shirts or tall tees
§ No sunglasses
§ No pajama tops or bottoms
§ No flip-flops/slippers/sandals/bare feet/exposed toes
§ No “heelies” or “wheelies” (i.e. athletic shoes with skates)
§ No clothing or other item with offensive, lewd, vulgar, obscene or hate language, slogans or pictures
§ No buttons, jewelry or other accessories containing lewd, vulgar, obscene, hate or offensive messages or
pictures or which advocate or advertise the use of drugs or alcohol
§ No secret society, fraternity or sorority symbols or lettering
§ No hair rollers, combs, picks, or cosmetology clamps
§ No scarves, head rags, doo rags, bandanas, sweatbands, hats, caps or other head coverings (Note:
Approval for certain religious customs are permitted by approval of the school administration, i.e. Muslim
female head coverings, Jewish male head covering)
§ No visible underpants, thongs, bras, camisoles or other clothing items considered by the principal to be
undergarments.
§ No clothing altered by cuts, slits or holes or that in any way exposes the skin
§ No detachable gold teeth or fangs (unless required by a dentist with written documentation on file).
§ No grills or fangs

Anything else the principal or designee deems inappropriate or disruptive to the educational environment will
be prohibited.
No student shall be considered non-compliant with the uniform dress policy in the following instances:
1. Wearing a button, armband or other accessory to exercise the right to freedom of expression as provided by law, unless
the button, armband or other accessory signifies or is related to: gangs, gang membership or gang activity; hate groups; lewd
or profane expressions, symbols or signs; drugs and/or drug use; drinking or alcohol; derogatory statements or expressions;
etc. (The principal or his/her designee will make the official determination of the appropriateness of the button or other
expression of speech)
2. Wearing the uniform of a nationally recognized youth organization, such as the Boy Scouts or the Girl Scouts, on regular
meeting days
3. Wearing the uniform of JROTC or other school military programs on the required uniform days
4. Wearing uniform modifications specified in a waiver obtained from the district by a parent or guardian
5. Wearing non-uniform apparel on campus outside of the normal school hours
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Acronyms
All organizations use acronyms! To assist with communication, some of our common acronyms follow:
Acronym
504 Plan
ARI
ELL
ENL
HA
IB
IEP
IRDA
IREAD-3
ISTEP+
M-Team
MTSS
MYP
NWEA
PIT
PLC
PTSA
PYP
RTI

Definition
Individual plan to address students’ academic needs related to medical diagnoses
Analytical Reading Inventory
English Language Learner
English as a New Language
High Ability: refers to a student identified with high abilities or gifted academically.
International Baccalaureate. IB schools are internationally recognized for a curriculum
that emphasizes global awareness.
Individual Education Plan: developed for students with special needs.
Indiana Reading Diagnostic Assessment
Indiana Reading Evaluation and Determination (IREAD-3)
Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus
The multidisciplinary team includes the school psychologist, special education personnel,
the principal, and social worker. This team meets weekly to review student progress and
make decisions regarding the testing of students for special education.
Multi-Tier Student Support: This team of school-based educators meets to examine
student progress and develop RTI or behavior support plans if needed.
Middle Years Programme of the IB: grade 6-8 at CFI
Northwest Evaluation Association provides Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)
formative assessments. CFI students in grades 3-8 take this online formative assessment
three times per year. Student growth is measured and communicated to students and
parents.
Parents In Touch: parent-teacher conference day.
Professional Learning Community: Teachers meet weekly with their grade level team, the
literacy coach, the IB coordinator, and the principal to plan curriculum, assess student
progress, and evaluate teaching and learning strategies.
Parent-Teacher-Student-Association. All CFI schools have a PTSA.
Primary Years Programme of the IB: grade K-5 at CFI
Response to Intervention/Instruction: Interventions that are put into place to address
students’ academic needs when the child is performing below expectations. The MTSS
team meets regularly to review student progress and to develop an action plan to
address students’ needs. The child’s are invited to participate.
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