
 

Middle School Newsletter 
August 16, 2019 

 
TOP STORIES & UPCOMING EVENTS 

● August 27th 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. - Middle School Curriculum Night 
● September 2nd No School - Labor Day 
● September 3rd No School - Teacher Work Day 

 

More information will be coming home soon about Schoology. If you already have access, 
please check Schoology to see upcoming assignments and to access the gradebook. 

 

8th Grade: 21st Century Scholarship Forms went out earlier this week. Please fill it out and 
return to Ms. Schaffer (school counselor).  

 

Breakfast Procedures: Middle school students should first go to their locker, put away their 
electronics and non-uniform coats/jackets/hoodies, and get their binder and planner for 
the day. Then they should report to the breakfast line. Students will eat breakfast in the 
cafeteria before heading to homeroom. If your student arrives on a late bus they will be 
allowed to go through the line and take their breakfast to class. 

 

Have any scrap string, yarn, ribbon, or remnant fabric scraps? This year each grade level 
will be completing  a fiber arts project. Please donate any unwanted fiber art materials to 
the studio. Thank you for supporting our creative journey in the studio. 



 

English Language Arts 
David Barker - barkerd@myips.org 

We are off to the races this year in English and Language Arts.  We spent the bulk of the 
first week setting up classroom norms and procedures.  As we have settled in to being back 
at school, we have been hard at work on our personal narratives.  All middle school grade 
levels started with this work as a way to both get a sample of each students writing, but 
also to learn about them so we can build a culture of trust in the classroom. 

Individuals & Societies 
Addison Moeller - moellera@myips.org 

It’s been a great start to the school year! We have set up our classroom procedures and 
began to dive into all our first units.  

6th Grade: We learned about the importance of culture and compared our own cultures to 
others around the world.  

7th Grade: By mapping and reading, we began learning about the very first civilization, 
Mesopotamia.  

8th Grade: Through a webquest and readings, we began learning about the Indigenous 
people of America. 
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Science 
Micahel Krisko - kriskom@myips.org 

We’ve had good discussion and debate on a wide array of scientific topics. Students have 
been lively with their thoughts. I’ve loved getting to know the group and am quite 
impressed so far with the students’ abilities to process their thinking. 

Math 
Michiah Arguello - arguellom@myips.org 

We had a wonderful first couple of weeks in math class! I learned a lot about my students 
by having them complete a “Numbers that Describe Me” activity, and we worked for a long 
time on our identity boards. Students drew self-portraits (or, alternatively, someone or 
something that inspired and defined them) and wrote statements about what made them 
mathematicians. During this first week, we also set policies, procedures, and classroom 
agreements in place. This week, we began learning about individual problem-solving, set up 
our math notebooks, and ended the week with a group problem-solving activity.  

Math & Media 
Paige Kuper - kuperp@myips.org 

It’s been a fantastic start to the school year. There are such diverse personalities and 
perspectives in our room; this means we’re learning a lot from each other. We spent time 
on classroom rules and procedures. The students have been working on their computer 
literacy by utilizing google classroom and they completed a WhoDunnit classroom 
scavenger hunt based on skills appropriate for their grade levels.  

Spanish 
Breanna Levy - levyb@myips.org 

This week all MS students have jumped right into the language by learning how to talk 
about themselves. We’ve been learning how to say many different things, like how to 
introduce ourselves, our age, where we are from, and what we like to do in our free time.   I 
encourage you to explore the current  vocabulary list with your student - having them 
practice the language outside of class is a great habit to start now! 
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Band and Orchestra 
Christopher Abbe - abbec@myips.org 

Everyone in the band and orchestra program has already been given their class handbook 
and the bond for a musical instrument in order for them to use an IPS instrument.  Please 
read all of the information given.  The handbook form and the bond for a musical 
instrument form need to be signed and sent back as soon as possible. Some students have 
already given them back to me and I’ve started issuing their instruments.  We are now 
simply waiting on the other forms to come back from everyone and we will all be able to 
start making some music in class.  All classes will be playing in class starting Monday, so 
please make sure the forms are turned in so everyone will be able to participate in class. 
Thank you and I look forward to a great year of music making with your children! 

Studio 
Amy Lapka - lapkaa@myips.org 

This week in the studio all students are creating mini accordion fold identity books. Each 
student is illustrating six pages about their own personal identity. Discussions around who 
we are and how our identity makes each of us unique make this book art project a fun way 
for students to get to know themselves and one another. The interior of their books will be 
decorated with a material of their choice. Look for these accordion book art projects to be 
displayed in our building soon!   

STEM / Project Lead the Way 
Dustin McKinney - mckinneyd@myips.org 

In our first week of Project Lead the Way we did an instant design challenge.  This was a 
simulation where we had to design and build an Ankle Foot Orthosis (brace) for a patient 
with Cerebral Palsy.  We were focused on how to work in small groups.  Teams had to work 
to gain “money” then decide which materials they would buy.  We also focused on getting 
comfortable with mistakes.  This experience will provide a framework for reflecting on the 
parts of the design process. 

General Music 

Emily Bax - baxec@myips.org 

6th, 7th, & 8th grade students taking general music this semester are currently exploring 
how music relates to their identity and how musicians influence each other. We spent the 
first two weeks talking about what kind of music we enjoy and going over the musical 
basics of beat and rhythm. Students were also asked to interview an adult in their family 
about their musical preferences when they were a middle school student and now. Those 
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interviews are due on Monday, August 19th for 6th grade students and Tuesday, August 
20th for 7th & 8th grade students. 

Movement 

River Pitlock - pitlockc@myips.org 

6th, 7th, and 8th grade students that are in Movement this year are starting off with a 
baseball unit. We have talked about the sport and learned about how it is played and 
worked on some basic skills that are involved with baseball. We have also started our 
FitnessGram which includes the Pacer Test, Push Up Test, and Curl Up test. 

We do not start Health for another week or so. 6th grade will start exploring what Health 
and Wellness is, and 7th/8th grade will explore ways to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 

Theatre 

Denise Warnsby - warnsbyd@myips.org 

 

6th grade Week one: We 
focused on setting our daily 
routine. We explored the 
question: Why is theatre 
important? It was a great 
way to break the ice and 
discover that there are 
many jobs in theatre which 
allow us to use the 
skills/gifts we have. 
Students were introduced 
to our classroom jobs, and 
their roles and 
responsibilities.  We are 
working hard to create our 
ensemble, learning to work 
together, build trust and 
involve each member in 
group activities.  

Week two: I introduced 
“Musical Monday” where every Monday we will take a moment to watch a two minute clip 
from a musical. This week was talked about the Tony Award winning ‘Dear Evan Hanson’. 
From there we used the Liz Lerman Process, a method of getting and giving feedback. This 
process will help us as we move into acting critiques and script analysis. We finished our 
week by building believable characters surrounding the word BRAVE.  
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7/8th grade In 7th and 8th grade we are focusing on building a routine and creating our 
ensemble. We are doing this by playing a variety of team-building theatre games to learn 
how to seamlessly work together, support one another, and allow space for everyone to 
contribute and feel safe.  

 

Contact Info 

Principal - Ron Smith - smithrow@myips.org 

Assistant Principal - Micah Nelson - nelsonml@myips.org 

Atelierista - Dustin McKinney - mckinneyd@myips.org 

Pedagogista - Billy Travis - travisw@myips.org 

Counselor - Jennifer Schaffer - schafferj@myips.org 

Inclusion Teacher - Lisa Thomas - sheldonl@myips.org 

Interventionist - Lauren Upchurch - upchurchl@myips.org 

Parent Inclusion - Jessica McNiel - mcnielj@myips.org 

Parent Inclusion - Laura Dandelet - dandeletl@myips.org 
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